Beta-2 microglobulin in patients on peritoneal dialysis and hemodialysis.
Serum beta 2 microglobulin (beta 2 mu) levels were determined in 62 patients on chronic dialysis, divided according to the type of dialysis--cuprophane hemodialysis, chronic ambulatory peritoneal dialysis (CAPD), or CAPD started after 76 +/- 47 months on cuprophane hemodialysis--and to residual urine output greater than 400 mL/day or less than 10 mL/day. In addition, for patients on CAPD, peritoneal excretion, peritoneal clearance, and urinary excretion of the protein were determined. In anuric patients serum beta 2 mu levels were significantly higher in HD than in CAPD. In patients with residual urine output, serum concentrations of the microprotein were similar in HD and in CAPD. Significant differences were observed in beta 2 mu serum levels and peritoneal clearances in patients switched to CAPD from hemodialysis as compared to those starting with CAPD. Peritoneal clearances of the microprotein was slightly and non-significantly greater in patients with urine output than in anuric patients.